November 27, 2018

PROTOCOL AMENDING INDIA-CHINA DTAA1
The Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the People’s Republic of China have
amended the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) for the avoidance of double taxation and
for the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income, by signing a Protocol on
26/11/2018.
Besides other changes, the Protocol updates the existing provisions for exchange of information to the
latest international standards. Further, the Protocol incorporates changes required to implement
treaty related minimum standards under the Action reports of Base Erosion & Profit shifting (BEPS)
Project, in which India had participated on an equal footing. Besides minimum standards, the Protocol
brings in changes as per BEPS Action reports as agreed upon by the two sides.

TASK FORCE FOR DRAFTING A NEW DIRECT TAX LEGISLATION2
In order to review the Income-tax Act, 1961 and to draft a new direct tax law in consonance with the
economic needs of the country, a Task Force was constituted by the Government of India in
November, 2017.
In partial modification of the earlier order, the Government has appointed Shri Akhilesh Ranjan,
Member (Legislation), CBDT as Convenor of the Task Force. Other members of the Task Force remain
unchanged.
The Task Force shall submit its report to the Government by February 28, 2019.

PRESIDENT OF INDIA INAUGURATES CONSTITUTION DAY CELEBRATIONS3
Says Idea of Social Justice Has Expanded to Encompass Modern Civic Parameters like Pollution
and Health
The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, inaugurated the Constitution Day celebrations,
organised by the Supreme Court, to mark the anniversary of the adoption of our Constitution on
November 26, 1949, today (November 26, 2018) in New Delhi.
Speaking on the occasion, the President said that the Constitution is the modern scripture of
independent India. It is our suprema lex. However, it is more than just a collection of articles and
clauses. For us Indians it is an inspirational and living document, an ideal of the society we are and the
even better society we are striving to be.
The President said that Dr B. R. Ambedkar and his colleagues in the Constituent Assembly were
remarkably large-hearted and generous in their approach. They allowed for flexibility in amending
the Constitution and were accommodative of various streams of thought. Above all, they trusted the
wisdom of future generations to expand the frontiers of freedom and liberty, justice and fraternity,
fairness and equality. They trusted future generations to not just amend the Constitution’s text, but to
constructively re-imagine and re-interpret it for changing times. If we continue to be true to this
spirit, the Constitution can serve India for all times to come.
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The President said that the people of India are the ultimate custodians of the Constitution. It is in
them that sovereignty vests and it is in their name that the Constitution was adopted. The
Constitution empowers the citizen, but the citizen too empowers the Constitution – by following it, by
adhering to it, by protecting it, and by persevering to make it more meaningful with words and deeds.
The Constitution is nobody’s preserve – and it is everybody’s preserve.
The President said that perhaps the most moving word in the Constitution is “justice”. “Justice” is a
single word. “Justice” is a complex and liberating expression. And “justice” is both the means and the
goal of our constitutional and nation-building process. Justice must also be seen in a wider context –
in terms of society’s evolution and its changing beliefs, lifestyles and technologies.
The President said that given the diverse history of our people, and given imbalances and hierarchies
that have sometimes marked our past, social justice remains a touchstone of our nation building. At
the simplest level, it implies the removal of societal imbalances and the harmonisation of rival claims
and needs of different communities and groups. Social justice is about providing equal opportunities.
Such a conceptualisation of justice was valid in 1949 and broadly remains relevant today. Even so, the
21st century has brought new challenges. No doubt the concept of justice - political, economic and
social – has a resilient core but it needs to be thought of in innovative ways. It requires to be applied
afresh to emerging situations – situations that may not have existed or been foreseen when our
Constitution framers were at work.
The President said that in India, the idea of social justice too has expanded to encompass modern civic
parameters – such as clean air; less polluted cities and towns, rivers and water bodies; sanitary and
hygienic living conditions; and green and eco-friendly growth and development. These are all
implications of environmental and climate justice, within the framework of social justice. If a child
suffers from asthma due to air pollution it would be considered a gap in providing social justice.
The President said that perhaps the most tantalising influence on justice is that of technology.
Technology is an enhancer of justice as well as a challenge. It calls for us to think of technology justice
as a subset of economic justice. This is very true in the context of access to technology for our poorer
and less-privileged fellow citizens.
The President said that innovation has also worked for the benefit of disadvantaged sections of
society. A case in point is India’s experience with technology-enabled, Aadhar-linked direct benefit
transfers. These have plugged corruption, leakages and exclusion from India’s welfare programmes.
The President said that innovation and technology have brought gains. But they have also brought
questions of access and privacy. For example, there is the dilemma of weighing data privacy against
the use of data for the greater common good. Within these competing imperatives lie competing
notions of justice. And such issues will probably stay with us through the 21st century.
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