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ORDER

1. TheAppellanthasfiledfirstappealon26th March,2020underSection19(1)oftheRight
toInformationAct,2005againstresponseissuedvideletterRef.No.RTI2005/3100(20)dated
24.03.2020 by the CentralPublic Information Officer(CPIO)(hereinafterreferred to as
Respondent)oftheInstituteofCompanySecretariesofIndia.

2. TheAppellantvidehisapplicationdated25.02.2020 hadrequestedtoprovidethecopies
ofanswerbookspertainingtohisappearanceinDecember,2019sessionofCSExaminations.

3. TheRespondentvideletterdated24.03.2020issuedtheresponsetotheAppellantwherein
itwasadvisedtosendtherequisitefeeapplicableundertheRTIAct.

4. TheAppellanthasinformedintheinstantappealthat"Irequesttopleasemailmethe
answerscriptinPDFonlyandIam unabletopayforthehardcopyasitwouldnotbefeasibleto
wasteanother112rupeesaswellasthepaperonsuchprinting.'

5. TheRespondenthasinformedagainsttheinstantappealthattheearlierreplystandsand
hasfurtherinformedasunder:

"Theinformationsoughtbyapplicant(appellantherein)isnotmaintainedinthedigitalformat,
therefore,weregretourinabilityto providethesamein digitalformat.However,feefor
additionaldocumentshadbeeninformedtotheapplicantonRTIportalofDOPT,Central
GovernmentofIndia,forwhichtheapplicantshouldhavepaidtoobtainadditionaldocuments.



Further,evenifwewereabletoprovidetheinformationindigitalformat,despitethat,theRTI
applicantwouldhavetopaythefeeforrequisiteinformationaspertheRightToInformationAct,
2005readwithRule4ofRTIRules,2012.

ItisalsopertinenttomentionthataspernotificationsissuedbytheGovernmentofIndia;we
arestillinnationallockdownandhavetotakepreventivemeasurestocontainthespreadof
NovelCoronavirus(COVID-19)andwaitingforthelockdowntoendandgetbacktonormalcyof
regularofficework,andtherefore,eveniftheapplicanthaddepositedthefee,nevertheless,he
wouldhavetowaittilltheendofnationallockdownsincetherequisiteinformationisavailable
onlyinhardcopiesandthesameisinofficewherewearenotallowedtogoduetonational
lockdownandtheofficesarestillnotopencompletelyforalltheemployees."

6. ThisOfficehascarefullyconsideredtheapplication,theresponse,theappealandthe
recordsmadeavailableandfindsthatthemattercanbedecidedbasedonthematerialavailable
onrecord.

7. ThisOfficeconcurswiththesubmissionsoftheRespondent.However,theRespondentis
directedtoforwardthecopiesofanswerbookstotheAppellantaftertheprevailingsituationin
thecountryisnormalisedoncompliancewithallformalitiesbytheAppellant.

Theappealisaccordinglydisposedof.

Sd/-

(AnkurYadav)

FirstAppellateAuthority
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